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School Rules 

DRESS CODE 
To support a safe, secure, and respectful school      
environment  for our students, appropriate choice of 
clothing is expected.  Clothing that may disrupt or 
interfere with the school  environment or that en-
dangers the health or safety of students is not       
permitted in school.  

Students must follow these guidelines:  
 Clothing should be neat and clean 

 Clothing must be suitable and cover the torso 
and undergarments 

 No see-through clothing or clothing with holes 
that reveals the torso or undergarments  

 Clothing such as shorts, skirts, dresses, etc. 
should be mid-thigh length or longer 

 No flip-flops or slippers.  Shoes should be se-
cured around the heel with backing or a strap.   
Please consider shoes that provide safety in 
climbing stairs and participating in recess.  

 Any clothing or item, which interferes with the 
identification of a student, (hats, sunglasses, 
hoods, etc.) 

 Clothing with offensive or inappropriate/
suggestive language.  This includes symbols 
and/or graphics of drugs, alcohol, violence, 
weapons, gangs, sex, or discriminatory                  
references 

         PHONES, SMARTWATCHES 
           AND OTHER DEVICES INCLUDING  

 PERSONAL LAPTOPS & CHROMEBOOKS MUST BE 

AWAY FOR THE DAY! 

Phones/smartwatches cannot be taken out at 
any time during the school day.  Devices must 
be turned off (not silent or vibrate) and away in 
your locker from 8:25—2:57. Students are not 
to make or receive calls, texts, or alerts during 
the school day.  All  communication between 
home & school during the school day must go 
through the main office or the health office.  
 

Failure to follow the above rules will result in 
the following: 

 First offense:  Phone will be taken and held 
until the  end of the school day  and deten-
tion will be assigned 

 Second offense:  Phone will be taken  and 
a  PARENT OR GUARDIAN ONLY must pick 
up the phone. Detention  and “digital day 
care” will be assigned.  

Possession of phones, smartwatches and other 
digital devices in bathrooms and locker rooms 

will result in greater consequences. 
 

Code of Conduct 

The TMS Code of Conduct 

(guidelines for student be-

havior)  is based upon our 5 

Tiger Stripes -  honesty,   

responsibility, caring,               

respect, trust  and our commitment to citizenship.  These principles apply always, in all ways… 

in classrooms, on the fields, in extra-curricular clubs and activities, during lunch and recess, in 

our curriculum and in the ways that students represent themselves and our school in the com-

munity.  Students are expected to abide by the values of our Tiger Stripes and the guidelines 

detailed in the Tenafly Middle School Code of Conduct.  The complete Code of Conduct and the 

full contents of the Tenafly Middle School Student Handbook can be found on the TMS website 

www.tenaflyschools.org 
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School Rules 
Be on time to school! 
You have 2 free late –to –school passes each marking period.  After that you may be  
assigned a  recess/lunch or after school detention for each additional late during the  
marking period.  
 

you are not feeling well… 
Students who become ill during the school day should report to the nurse. In the event the nurse 
is not available, students should report to the main office. Students are not permitted to call par-
ents directly to seek dismissal from school. Only the nurse or the main office can excuse a child                       
for illness. 
 

Homework 
Completing homework on a regular basis helps develop important skills and learn valuable con-
tent. 

The school will:  

 ensure that students are assigned homework on a regular basis and in manageable 
amounts;  this is usually 4 nights a week, and sometimes on weekends 

 not give new assignments during holidays or school vacations 

 provide  feedback to students 

 ensure that homework is at an appropriate level of difficulty for the students 

 provide opportunities for extra help and guidance 

TMS Homework Guidelines: 
 Grades 6 and 7:  An average of  1 1/2 hours per day 
 Grade 8:  An average of 1 3/4 hours per day 

 Homework in accelerated classes may require more time. 
 

Grading 
Upon entering the Middle School, some students may experience a period of transition as they 
adjust to the expectations of their teachers and the traditional letter-grade system.    Although a 
student’s level of effort may be considered in an evaluation, teachers give strong consideration to 
a student’s level of ability and independence when completing a task, demonstrating a skill, or 
understanding a concept. 
 

Online grade books make students’ grades available throughout the marking period.  In addition, 
report cards and progress reports are each posted in the Genesis Parent Portal four times per 
year.  The dates on which they are issued are posted on our website’s monthly  calendar. Progress 
Reports are posted in the Genesis Parent Portal at mid-marking period and are used to warn of 
difficulty, including when students are in danger of failing, or to commend improvement. A report 
may be sent at any time there is a sudden change in performance. A final copy of each student’s 
report card will be placed in his or her permanent record. 
  

Letter grades of A, B, C, D, F are used to report academic progress.  Plus and minus designations 
are used along with the letters.  The following percentage ranges are guidelines for the letter 

grades in most classes:                    A = 90 to 100% B = 80 to 89%        C = 70 to 79% 
 D = 60 to 69%        F = below 60% 
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TMS Honor Code 
 
 An academic honor code is a set of rules or ethical principles governing an academic community based upon the values 
that define honest behavior in school.  An honor code relies on the belief that students can be trusted to act honorably. 
Those who are in violation of the honor code can be subject to various consequences. Therefore, 
 

 I will do my work to the best of my ability. 
 I will be honest in all my work and my interactions with people. Cheating, plagiarism and copying homework are un-

acceptable.  I will not cheat on a test or on a school assignment by using the words or ideas of another person.  
 I will be honest in my statements and actions.  
  
Teachers’ expectations for all work are clearly stated.  If a student is unsure of the requirements for any activity or assign-
ment he/she is responsible for checking his/her understanding with the teacher in order to avoid a violation of the Honor 
Code.  
 
Violations of the Honor Code include but are not limited to the following areas: 
 
Cheating: 
In cheating, a student is taking the work of another, including homework, and claiming it as his/her own.  At Tenafly               
Middle School cheating includes but is not limited to: 
 Copying and/or offering homework verbally, in written form, or by electronic means 
 Copying and/or offering answers on tests or quizzes verbally, in written form, or by electronic means 
 Pressuring other students to violate the Honor Code 
 Bringing in and using unauthorized information during class time, including information stored in a calculator, cell 

phone, or other electronic device 
 Offering or receiving information under circumstances when information is not to be shared. 
 Having anyone, including parents or tutors, complete assignments and submitting the work as one’s own. 
 Presenting collaborative work as independent work and independent work as collaborative. (In group work, one person 

should not and will not bear the burden for the entire group assignment.) 
 Copying answers from answer guides in texts 
 Misrepresenting data, information, or sources.   
 Forging a parent’s or guardian’s signature 
 
Plagiarism: 
The act of plagiarism may include direct copying, but it may also be more complex than verbatim repetition.  A student, in 
preparing a project for a class, will have plagiarized if he/she has taken information from sources without citing what 
sources were used.  Plagiarized material may appear in a student’s paper as word-for-word copying, a summation, or a 
paraphrase of another’s ideas.  A student has plagiarized whether the material from another source has be taken in 
whole or in part.  In effect, by not naming the source, the student is claiming the work of another as his/her own.  
 
 Submitting images and/or documents in whole or in part from the Internet without citation of the source(s). 
 Copying another’s work. 
 Using another’s ideas without proper citations. 
 Incorporating portions of another’s writing within the context of your own work. 
 Failing to acknowledge a source of information. 
 Using “unique” phrases without citations. 
 Using graphics, charts, diagrams, illustrations without citations. 

 
LEVELS OF CONSEQUENCE: 
 
1st Offense:  Student will receive a failing grade for the assignment without possibility of make-up.  Parents will be noti-
fied by the teacher and a referral from will be sent to the appropriate administrator and school counselor to document 
the incident.  The school counselor will counsel the student concerning proactive measures to prevent further violations. 
The student may be assigned detention and may be required to redo the assignment for no credit.   The student will be 
informed of further consequences should another violation of the Honor Code occur. 
 
2nd Offense:  Student will receive a failing grade on the assignment without possibility of make-up. Parents will be notified  
by the teacher and a referral form will be sent to the appropriate administrator and school counselor to document the 
incident.  Parents must attend a conference with a school administrator to discuss the incident.  The student will be as-
signed detention(s) and may be required to redo the assignment for no credit. The student will be informed of further 
consequences should another violation of the Honor Code occur. 
 
3rd Offense:  Student will receive a “0” for the assignment and may receive a failing grade for the marking period.  Parents 
must attend a conference with the Core Team Committee which includes teachers, counselors, administrators, and mem-
bers of the Child Study Team to discuss the incidents and develop an action plan.  The student may lose grade level and/
or building activities (i.e. field trips, field day activities, etc.) as well as leadership positions.  
 
If a student’s infraction of the Honor Code is exceptional and/or has violated more than one aspect of the Honor Code, 
the student will be held accountable for a second or third offense regardless of whether or not the student has com-
mitted a first or second offense.  This decision will be made by an administrator. 


